295.   SPEECH AT CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE
MEETING, BOMBAY

November 21, 1924

The Working Committee of the Congress met on November 21 at 8.30
a.m, in Gandhiji's house. The following members were present:

Mahomed Ali, M. K. Gandhi, Shaukat Ali, Dr. Ansari. Konda Venkatap-
payya, G. B. Deshpande, Vallabhbhai J. Patel and S. G. Banker.

After disposing of unimportant items of a routine and administrative
character on the agenda, the Working Committee of the Congress resumed dis-
cussion on items 2 and 3 of the agenda, viz., (1) to consider present political
situation in the country and (2) the programme to be placed before the Congress.

Gandhiji suggested that there being no two opinions on that question, it
would be in the fitness of things to place before that conference a resolution
which should be acceptable to all the parties in the conference. He argued
that if they handled other questions such as the creed of the Congress and the
spinning franchise there might arise disagreement which would be prejudicial
to the main object of calling the conference. Gandhiji therefore suggested that
instead of taking a hazardous step of placing a resolution drafted by the Work-
ing Committee they should ask the conference to appoint a representative com-
mittee to deal with the repressive policy of the Government of India, The mem-
bers of the Working Committee unanimously agreed to this suggestion.
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Mr. Gandhi, being called upon to move the first resolution, on the Bengal
Ordinance, moved instead for the appointment of a representative committee
to draft the final resolution to be placed before the conference next day:
It is resolved that a small committee containing the leaders of the
several parties represented at the Conference be appointed forthwith to
prepare and draft a resolution for submission to the Conference with
reference to the repressive measures adopted by the Government of
Bengal, with the concurrence and approval of the Government of India,
the Comniittee to report to the Chairman at or before 10 p.m.1
Mr. Gandhi said:
1This paragraph is from The Bombay Chronicle, 22-11-1924.